
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Three Times 

 

     This morning I want you to imagine you are Peter in the gospel we just read. I would 

like to ask you how you would have reacted to Jesus asking you three times: “Peter, do 

you love me?” Would you have been ticked off just like Peter? Would you say that three 

times is just too many times to ask that question? And, just like Peter, would you think 

your love for Jesus was very obvious? Oh sure, we always think our love is obvious, 

don’t we? 

     I have to tell you that when I read today’s scripture, I imagined that I was Jesus. And 

kept telling myself, “Peter, tell me of your love once again because I like to hear you say 

it.” 

      I hate to say this, but from time to time some married people complain to me that 

their spouse never tells them, “I love you.” Whenever they do this, I am caught off 

guard and so I ask them if their spouse ever shows any signs of NOT loving them. 

“NO,” they say. I can see love in his eyes and he certainly shows it in his actions. But – 

and this is a big BUT – I would just like to hear him say it to me once in a while. Now if 

that sounds like an unreasonable request, then I think you have cause to bring up the 

subject with Jesus. After all, He seems to have been one of those who would like to hear 

those words said to Him over and over again. 

     “Do you love me, Peter,” Jesus asked? Not once but three times He asked Peter if he 

loved Him. And He heard Peter respond, “Yes, Lord you know that I love you.” There 

is no doubt in my mind Jesus really DID know Peter loved Him. His actions and his 

eyes showed his love. Still, Jesus wanted to hear him say it. Why?? Well, Jesus was 

human, as well as being God. And He did things humans always do. And He showed 

needs that humans have. And many of us – if not all of us – would like to hear every 

now and then that we are loved. At least we would like to hear it from the person 

whom we love. Still, do we ever tell that person about our love? Or do we just take it for 

granted that our love is so obvious he or she doesn’t need to be reminded? 

     No, my dear friends! Tell him! Tell her! At least every once in a while. That is 

something good to hear! And it is also something good for the one who says it. 
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     I’ll bet later that day Peter spent some time thinking about the answers He gave to 

Jesus. And he probably asked himself, “Do I really love Jesus or am I just mouthing off 

something He wants to hear?” Well, whether or not Peter loved Jesus that much at that 

moment, he sure learned to live a life of greater love later on.  

     Let’s face it, it can be good to hear you are loved. And it can also be good for the one 

who says it. So, I would advise you to try it sometime. You might even like it. And, at 

the very least, tell Jesus you love Him. And tell Him more than just three times. You 

know, He likes to hear you say that.  

 

*Inspired by John 21:15-19 


